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About CLAUK 

 

The Coalition of Latin Americans in the UK (CLAUK) is an advocacy coalition founded in 2012, 

and currently made of 14 Latin American organisations working together to raise awareness and 

understanding of the issues facing the Latin American community in the UK. 

 

CLAUK is: Indoamerican Migrant and Refugee Organisation (IRMO), Latin American Disabled 

People’s Project, Latin American House, Latin American Women’s Aid (LAWA), Latin American 

Women’s Rights Service (LAWRS), Latin Elephant, LASNET, Voces Amigas de la Esperanza 

(Voades), The Prisma, Lucila Granada. 

 

For more information, please visit www.clauk.org.uk 

 

3c: Ethnic group 

In 2011, there were 18 response options in the ethnic group questions. These were divided into 

five sections. Within each section, there was an ‘Other’ option allowing respondents to express 

their identity how they wished. This meant that we could further disaggregate ethnic group data 

based on the written responses within each section. 

 

For Census 2021, the ethnic group question includes a new tick box for ‘Roma’ under the ‘White’ 

category. It also contains an option to write in a more detailed response when selecting the 

existing ‘African’ response option. 

http://www.clauk.org.uk/


 

 

We will update the detailed ethnic group classifications to take into account these changes. The 

current proposed classifications are contained in Draft proposals for outputs data content (XLS, 

610KB) and in the drop down box below. As we are still developing the most detailed 

classification, this spreadsheet does not include the most detailed ethnic group classification.  

This will use data from the write-in responses.  

 

The information you provide will be used to further develop our plans for releasing data and 

analysis on this question.  Please provide as much detail as possible to justify your needs.  For 

example, what policy or planning decisions would the data or analysis affect?  

Proposed classifications for ethnic group 

In the classification with 5 high level groups, the groups are: 

● Asian/Asian Welsh/Asian British 

● Black/Black Welsh/Black British/Caribbean/African 

● Mixed/multiple ethnic group 

● White 

● Other ethnic group 

  

In the classification with 19 groups, the groups are: 

● Asian/Asian Welsh/Asian British: Bangladeshi 

● Asian/Asian Welsh/Asian British: Chinese 

● Asian/Asian Welsh/Asian British: Indian 

● Asian/Asian Welsh/Asian British: Pakistani 

● Asian/Asian Welsh/Asian British: Other Asian 

● Black/Black Welsh/Black British/Caribbean/African: African background 

● Black/Black Welsh/Black British/Caribbean/African: Caribbean 

● Black/Black Welsh/Black British/Caribbean/African: Other Black 

● Mixed/multiple ethnic group: Asian and White 

● Mixed/multiple ethnic group: Black African and White 

● Mixed/multiple ethnic group: Black Caribbean and White 

● Mixed/multiple ethnic group: Other Mixed 

● White: English/Welsh/Scottish/Northern Irish/British 

● White: Gypsy or Irish Traveller 

● White: Irish 

● White: Roma 

● White: Other White 

● Other ethnic group: Arab 

● Other ethnic group: Any other ethnic group 

 

 

Q1. Which level of ethnic group detail will you use the most? 

 

    5 high level groups 

https://consultations.ons.gov.uk/external-affairs/census-2021-outputs-consultation/user_uploads/draft-proposals-for-outputs-content.xlsx
https://consultations.ons.gov.uk/external-affairs/census-2021-outputs-consultation/user_uploads/draft-proposals-for-outputs-content.xlsx
https://consultations.ons.gov.uk/external-affairs/census-2021-outputs-consultation/#question-2021-07-01-3957956533-factbanksubquestion
https://consultations.ons.gov.uk/external-affairs/census-2021-outputs-consultation/#question-2021-07-01-3957956533-factbanksubquestion


 

    19 response options 

X  Full detail of write-in responses 

 

Please provide the reasoning behind your answer. 

 

The ethnic group information that our member organisations will need to use the most is ´Full 

detail of written responses´, as this is the only field where Latin American respondents will have 

the opportunity to identify themselves as such. There is no other category in the current nor the 

proposed classification that would allow to identify Latin American respondents. This lack of a 

suitable category renders this long-established community statistically invisible. We would 

therefore suggest that you add a category to your proposed classification for building customised 

tables. 

 

The UK has a long-established and growing Latin American community. The first significant flow 

of Latin Americans arrived during the 1970s, mainly made of Chileans who were escaping 

persecution during Pinochet’s dictatorship. In the 1980s and throughout the 90s, many Latin 

Americans came to the UK, mainly from Colombia, through a Work Permit Scheme or to reunite 

with family members. Much larger flows, however, started coming in the past decade, making 

Latin Americans one of London’s fastest growing groups. In 2011, there were 250,000 people of 

Latin American origin – born or with ancestry in the Spanish and Portuguese-speaking countries 

of the Americas, and many more followed in secondary migration fleeing the financial crisis in 

Southern Europe. 

 

Q2. Would ordering the categories within the ethnic group classifications 

alphabetically meet your needs? 

We’re considering the ordering of the classifications in the outputs. Options include, 

alphabetically, by size of population, and by order within the questionnaire. 

 

Yes 

No 

 

Please provide the reasoning behind your answer. 

 

Regardless of the way in which the categories are ordered as they stand right now, we would still 

only be able to use the very limited data provided by the full detail of write-in responses. 

As explained above, this is because the ONS ethnic monitoring does not currently include the 

category ´Latin American´. Being a highly diverse group, made up of people with very diverse 

cultural backgrounds, and of all skin tones, it is impossible to identify which one of the current and 

proposed ethnic categories will be most used by people from this community. In turn, and as 

evidenced by research from Queen Mary University, this will lead people to select a number of 

different categories to identify themselves, including ‘Other White’, ‘Other Black’, ‘Other mixed’, 

‘Any other ethnic group’, etc.  

Moreover, a large number of Latin Americans in the UK have dual nationality (a Latin American 

citizenship and an EU or British nationality). Most Latin Americans, therefore, will be registered in 



 

other official data sources by the nationality that provides them with the entitlement to access 

work, education, health and other services. For this reason, Latin American nationalities are 

frequently not captured in official statistics, including the Census, as the most recent estimates 

demonstrate (see ‘Towards Visibility: The Latin American community in London’, by Queen Mary 

University). As a result, it is virtually impossible to identify Latin Americans by relying solely on 

the nationality question. This statistical invisibility alongside the growing numbers of second 

generation Latin Americans, make the inclusion of the ‘Latin American’ category a key step to 

progress equality. The way the ONS categories represents a barrier preventing data on Latin 

Americans from being collected. Failure to recognise certain groups of individuals is a social 

injustice. 

  

Q3. Is the current wording used within the ethnic group classifications 

appropriate? 

For example, is our approach to representing the categories, given the different question 

wording on the England form compared to the Wales form, appropriate? 

 

If you selected ‘No, some wording is inappropriate’, please list all inappropriate wording 

and provide the reasoning behind your answer.  

 

Q4, What geographies will you use the most when analysing ethnic group 

information? 

 

 National 

 Regional 

 Local Authority 

 Middle Layer Super Output Area (MSOA) 

 Lower Layer Super Output Area (LSOA) 

 Output Area (OA) 

 

Please provide the reasoning behind your answer. 

 

Unfortunately, due to the lack of an appropriate category, it is currently impossible to identify 

geographical areas of Latin American concentration outside large urban areas such as London, 

using the Census data. For this reason, we are unable to use geographies such as ‘Local 

Authorities’, which could otherwise inform our work as organisations providing specialist support 

to Latin Americans in need, and have a significant positive impact on ensuring equal opportunities 

for Latin Americans in the UK. 

 

Q5. Are there any specific ethnic groups you are most interested in? 

 

 Roma 

 Sikh 

 Jewish 

 Somali 

https://kclpure.kcl.ac.uk/portal/files/107149344/Towards_Visibility_full_report.pdf


 

 Other ethnic group 

I am interested in all ethnic groups 

 

If you selected ‘Other’, please list the other ethnic groups you are most interested in. 

We are particularly interested in user needs within the ‘African’ ethnic groups, because 

of the write-in added to this response option for Census 2021. 

 

Latin American 

 

Q6. Please rank the following factors in order of importance in relation to your 

needs for ethnic group information. 

 

‘1’ is most important, and ‘5’ is least important. If a factor is not important at all, please respond 

‘Not important’ 

 1 2 3 4 5 Not important 

Data for smaller 
geographical areas, 
for example Lower 
Layer Super Output 
Area (LSOA) 
information 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
3 

 
 
 
 

  

Data that is cross 
tabulated with other 
variables, for 
example 
sociocultural or 
employment data 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
2 

    

Data that provides a 
more detailed 
breakdown of the 
different ethnic 
groups resident in 
England and Wales 

 
 
 

1 

     

Data that is 
comparable with 
previous censuses 
of England and 
Wales 

      
 

5 



 

Data that is 
comparable with the 
Scotland and 
Northern Ireland 
censuses 

  
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
4 

 
 
 
 

 

 

Please provide the reasoning behind your answer. 

 

1. A breakdown of the ethnic groups resident in England and Wales that could allow to identify 

the Latin American community would be extremely useful to: a. Develop a reliable updated profile 

of Latin Americans and evidence at a large scale the key issues facing this community in areas 

such as housing and employment. b. Inform the work of public services and local authorities, to 

ensure that Latin Americans are considered in their equality impact assessment and, in this way, 

progress the structural integration of this disadvantaged community. 

2. Cross tabulating ethnicity data with other variables would be key to evidence the challenges 

facing the Latin American community and understand the scale of these problems. Research has 

shown that the Latin American community is a highly qualified group with high rates of 

employment (70%). However, many Latin Americans are employed in cleaning and catering 

sectors, which lack regulations and are characterised by very low pay and extremely poor working 

conditions. A 2019 report presenting 326 cases of Latin American women employed in three 

feminised sectors (cleaning, hospitality and domestic work), found that: over half of the workers 

faced breaches to their contracts (62%), with unlawful deduction of wages being the most 

common type of abuse (46%) and 1 in 5 (20%) experiencing illegal underpayment of the National 

Minimum Wage. Over two in five (41%) of women in the sample had experienced discrimination, 

harassment or unreasonable treatment, and health and safety issues were present in 25% of the 

cases, which included injury linked to the nature of the work (33%), limited or no protective 

equipment (17%), and lack of training (12%). In addition, 16% of the women endured sexual 

harassment and abuse in the workplace and 11 cases of potential trafficking for labour exploitation 

were identified: 7 in cleaning/hospitality, 4 in domestic work.  

For those in onwards migration from Europe, typically naturalised Europeans and their family 

members, ‘reduced outreach, interpretation and information services from local authorities for 

new arrivals often result in ‘practical exclusion’ from public services to which they are entitled, 

undermining their ability to integrate and secure appropriate standards of living’. Latin Americans’ 

lack of access to health services is particularly worrisome: at least 1 in 6 Latin Americans are not 

registered with a GP (2021 report) , and 7 out of 10 have never been to a dentist in the UK (2016 

report). There are also high incidence rates of violence against women and girls (VAWG) affecting 

Latin American women. A King’s College London study reaching 195 Brazilian women in London 

found that almost half of the women (48%) had experienced some form of gender-based violence 

in the UK and that most of the violence happened at work and most perpetrators were colleagues 

or line managers (a quarter). A 2018 study with 93 Latin Americans, found that almost 60% of 

participants were experiencing mental health challenges (Liscano, Achotegu, 2018). 

https://trustforlondon.fra1.digitaloceanspaces.com/media/documents/unheard-workforce-research.pdf


 

3 and 4. As explained above, this data would allow us to better inform policy and practice in those 

regions, as well as develop a targeted response, working in partnership with multiple local 

stakeholders, to address the community’s needs. 

5. It is virtually impossible to extract reliable data about the size, profile, geographical distribution 

of the UK’s Latin American population using previous Census data. The most reliable estimates, 

produced by Queen Mary University, required an analysis of multiple official datasets and 

triangulation with a large scale quantitative survey. When it comes to the profile and 

circumstances of Latin Americans in the UK, the most comprehensive data comes from primary 

data collection conducted by academics and organisations from the voluntary sector. 

 

Q7. Do our plans for producing census analysis products on ethnic group meet 

your needs? 

 

These plans are detailed in the Census 2021 analysis programme proposals (PDF, 504.8KB) 

  

 Yes, fully 

 Yes, partially 

 No 

 

Q8. If you selected ‘Yes, partially‘ or ‘No’, please provide your requirements and 

explain why you need this information in as much detail as possible. For 

example, do you need detailed information on a specific ethnic group that is not 

included in the plan? 

 

Please refer to Q2 above. 

 

 

Signatories: 

 

Indoamerican Refugee and Migrant Organisation (IRMO) 

Latin American Disable People’s Project (LADPP) 

Latin American House (LAH) 

Latin American Women’s Aid (LAWA) 

Latin American Women’s Rights Service (LAWRS) 

Latin Elephant  

Voces Amigas de Esperanza (VOADES) 

The Prisma - The Multicultural Newspaper, Observer 

Lucila Granada, Observer 

https://consultations.ons.gov.uk/external-affairs/census-2021-outputs-consultation/user_uploads/census-2021-analysis-programme-proposals.pdf

